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RESOLUTION 2012-106
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF SHERRY L. MURRAY, A DUVAL COUNTY RESIDENT, TO THE JACKSONVILLE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, A SEAT FORMERLY HELD BY JERRY ALLEN WILKES, PURSUANT TO SECTION 60.101, ORDINANCE CODE, FOR A FIRST FULL TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2014; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appointment. 
The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of Sherry L. Murray, a Duval County resident, to the Jacksonville Human Rights Commission, a seat formerly held by Jerry Allen Wilkes, pursuant to Section 60.101, Ordinance Code, for a first full term expiring December 31, 2014. 


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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SHERRY L. MURRAY

2762 Cove View Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32257
904-448-0825 (home)
904-234-3536 (cell)
sherrymurray@comcast.net

Graduate: University of FL, 1963, BA, English, education

Teaching experience:

Pensacola High School, 1964

Cedar Hills Elementary School, Jacksonville, 1965-66
Jeb Stuart Middle School, Jacksonville, 1966-68

My resume is very brief until recently. T was bornand grew up in Pensacola, FL, graduated from
college in 1963, married a Naval of ficer a year later, moved to Jacksonville and taught school for a
few years. After our first child was born, I became a stay-at-home mom and Navy wife ("the
toughest job in the Nawy"), as was the norm in those days.

During those years, I devoted myself to my family and my husband's career, with, of course, some
volunteering always thrown in, wherever the Navy sent us. In 1995, we retired to Jacksonville,
‘where my husband had begun his Naval aviation career thirty years earlier. Soon after moving here,
he‘devetoped health problems and was diagnosed with a terminal disease, ALS (Lou Gehrig's
disease); for almost ten years he fought this disease couregeously and I became his primary
caregiver. After his death in 2007 and my bout with breast cancer six months later, I finally came
into my own and began focusing on what is important in life.

Since then, I have become very involved in the Jacksonville community. My primary causes are
three:

1. Mal Washinaton Kids Foundation: My husband served on the board, and after his death, I was
asked to serve; I have been a board member since 2008. Our family gives an annual scholarship in

my husband's memory. I volumteer at the center by doing an art appreciation program and tutoring

the younger kids. T amagreat advocate of MWKF and often bring guests on tours. (Have you

been?)

2. ALS Causes: T serve on the ALSA Regional Council and am Advocate Chairman for the annual
Walk to Defeat ALS. Two other widows and I founded a support group, The Next Chapter, for
surviving spouses:; the group reaches out to couples currently living with the disease. I also support
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, because ALS is one of 37 MD diseases:; I am a legacy donor to
MDA.

3. Women's Giving Alliance: Also a legacy donor ta WGA, I am the community connector for the
Mandarin area and serve on the Community Research Team, which has exposed me to many
nonprofits in the Jacksonville area. In our quest to improve the lives of women and girls in N¥&
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Florida, we meet with many arganizations; as I've learned about so many good causes in our area, many of
these causes have become my own:

a) The Senior Life Foundation--I now serve on the board, am recording secretary, and customer specialist.
I take calls from needy seniors who live below the poverty level and try to respond rapidly to help them get
through crisis situations.

b) The PACE Center for Girls--I am now a "Friend of PACE," a group that meets regularly to find ways to
enhance PACE programs; 1 travelled to Tallchassee last spring to advocate for PACE.

¢) The Women's Center--I am a member of the Circle of 100 that provides extra funds for the Center's
operating budget.

d) Reed Educational Campus--Before Gertrude Peele passed away, I responded to her needs for her girls,
whatever they were. (Who could say no to Gertrude?) I started a book discussion group with the giris there
and provided a holiday party for them last Christmas.

e) NE FL Healthy Start Coalition--I support the Azalea Project, which serves women who are most at risk
of a poor birth outcome.

Some of my other causes include:

1. OneJax

2. Girls, Inc.

3. The Clara White Mission: scholarship program for culinary students

4 Hart-felt Ministry: an organization with the goal of keeping seniors and handicapped individuals in their
own homes

5. Hubbard House

6. KIPP School

7. Sophia Fleming chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution: schools chairman

8. Study Circles: I participated in my first Study Circle, led by Anthony Butler, at City Hall in 2010; since
then T have served on a committee headed by Lisa Stafslien with the goal of resuming Study Circles for
youth; our first was held at MWKF.

9. Christ the Living Cornerstone Church in Springfield: Through my son's church's partnering with a church
in the inner city, I have become committed to helping and sometimes attending this oasis on the corner of
Phoenix Avenue and 11th St. The Reverend Leon P. Key knows he has a friend and supporter in "Sister
Sherry," as I know I have the same in him.

10.Take Stock in Children: For the past three years, I have mentored Adrienne Clark, who is now a
freshman at Lee High School.

11. Jacksonville University: Our family gives an annual scholarship to a veteran pursuing a degree in
education.

12. Canine Companions for Independence: I sponsor "Murch," a golden retreiver in training to become a
service dog.

13. RSVP Taletellers: recipient of the Ivy Summerlee Memorial Award for volunteerism in 2009.

14. MOCA/Cummer Museum/Jacksonville Symphony: enthusiastic supporter of all threel

15. Plummers Cove Homeowners Assaciation: board member, vice-president and (briefly) president of my
neighborhood association.

16: Susan Komen for the Cure: Because of my bout with breast cancer, this is a significant cause for me.
17. The Jay Fund: Tem Coughlin's charity that supports families with children suffering from cancer

18: The Mission Continues (www.missioncontinues.org): My latest cause, it has a compelling concept: the
empowerment of wounded and disabled veterans to begin new lives in public service!

I hope this resume will give you an idea of where my heart is leading me. While it's not a conventional
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resume with its gaping lack of entries earlier in my life, I think it's obvious that now I am trying to make up
for lost time. In the process, I am discovering the joy that volunteering brings. As most volunteers
proclaim, I get so much more from all this than I could ever give.

I suppose what I try to do could be called networking: through my various charities, I find out about people
with certain needs and challenges, and then I try to connect these people with others T know who can

help. Through this process, I'm learning more about the challenges that too many people face and the
satisfication that comes from helping to alleviate some of these challenges.

As trite as it may sound, I believe it's better to light a candle than to curse the darkness. I also believe in
the ripple effect: little do we know how far reaching our efforts may be.

Sherry L. Murray
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